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This paper provides a detailed description of the problem with most Site Builder 
programs and Search Engine Optimization (SEO). Site Builder sites often can’t 
be properly optimized or crawled by the search engine bots, which can result in 
difficulty getting rankings and ultimately traffic.  Whether you handle your SEO in-
house, are already working with an SEO Firm, or are just about to hire a firm – 
these are facts that you need to know to protect your site’s future.  This paper 
covers the problems with Site Builder, how to find out if your Site Builder is 
creating a problem for you, and how to solve the problem. 
 
Why Shoeless Joe Was Wrong 

 
In the movie Field of Dreams, Shoeless Joe whispered “If you build it, they will 
come.”   Unfortunately many people are living examples of “If you build it, they 
won’t come.“ 
 
Why is that?  If you build your site with a standard Site Builder that doesn’t allow 
for: 
 

• HTML – to create unique Meta tags on each page, ALT tags, etc. 
• FTP access 
• Root directory access to add static HTML files and XML files 
• Easy addition of new pages, to grow your site content. 

 
then you are setting yourself up for failure. If you build a website that can’t be 
optimized for the search engines, you will be unable to rank highly and tap into 
the large amounts of traffic that run through the search engines daily. You are 
missing out on people that are searching for products and services just like 
yours. 
 
Whether you felt it was cheaper to build a site with a Site Builder, or you just 
didn’t know it was a problem – you need to take action and get your site onto a 
server that has no restrictions that will prevent your site from being properly 
optimized.  
 
Many of the Site Builders out there even claim to be “search engine friendly” and 
then when they are about to be optimized, it is discovered that  even the most 
basic things like creating unique Meta tags on each page can’t be done. 
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Many Site Builder companies lock clients in for a year or more, leaving the client 
trapped with a site that can’t be optimized.  
 
Not all Site Builders are the enemy. However, you want to be very thorough and 
ask very specific questions when evaluating a Site Builder company. You don’t 
want to be locked into a contract that will ultimately hurt your website and your 
business. 
 
Even if you think you are saving money by not hiring an expensive web designer, 
you could ultimately lose business and money, if you can’t be found in the search 
engines and your competitors can. 
 
Already stuck with a Site Builder? 
 
Contact a reputable SEO firm, preferably one that does design as well and have 
them look into whether your site can be optimized with your Site Builder.  
 
If it can’t, even if you lose some money, leave the Site Builder and get a quote on 
having your site moved to a new server (if you own the design of the site). If the 
design of the site is a template belonging to the Site Builder, you’ll need to get a 
quote on a new design. 
 
It may seem like a lot of trouble, and it may mean finding some extra money in 
your budget. However, without traffic from the search engines coming to your 
site, how can you expect to grow your site? Sure, you can do a PPC campaign 
and various other marketing campaigns – but you’ll always be missing out on the 
volume of traffic that runs through the search engines. 
 
How will I make changes to my site if I move from a Site Builder? 
 
That’s a common question. People don’t want to be chained to an expensive 
webmaster that will charge them for every change they want made. With the Site 
Builder, at least you could make the changes yourself. 
 
There are a couple possible scenarios here. Maybe it’s worth paying a 
webmaster and freeing up your time to focus on other areas of your business.  
 
Another option is to have the webmaster show you how to make simple text 
changes.  
 
The final option is to inquire about the control panel that comes with your website 
hosting package. They often have control panels that have a WYSIWYG (what 
you see is what you get) editor – meaning you still don’t need to know HTML and 
you can still alter your site – and have it be search engine friendly and optimized. 
 
If you are unsure if your Site Builder is holding you back or if you know your Site 
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Builder is and you want to break free, EcomBuffet is SEO Audit consultations and 
a discount on web design right now.  
 
If you don’t have a site yet and are considering creating one, beware of going 
with a Site Builder, especially if you have to lock into a long contract.  
 
To evaluate Site Builders, the questions you should ask are: 
 
• Can an XML file be added to the root directory? 
• Can unique Meta tags be added to each page? 
• Can you add an unlimited number of pages to your site? 
• Is FTP access available? 
• Does the builder generate any “special code” that could cause problems for 

the engines? 
• Can CSS and java script be placed in external files? 
 
If the answer to those questions are no, I would strongly advise that you look at 
other options and not get yourself locked into something that is going to hurt you 
in the long run. 
 
My Site Builder comes with a shopping cart. What do I use if I 
leave my Site Builder? 
 
Another valid concern. There are many great plug-in shopping carts that are easy 
to configure and use. There are ones that run off your own server and you will 
need a secure server and certificate, and then there are ones that run off a third 
party server.  
 
Many shopping carts these days even have extra marketing features, and allow 
for the user to load product images, pricing, shipping, descriptions etc in a very 
user friendly interface that doesn’t require any programming or complex code. 
 
How much traffic am I really missing out on, by not being listed 
high in the search engines? 
 
There are over 400 million searches performed every single day. 
 
Before you lose any more time and more importantly money, check out your Site 
Builder situation today and see if there is a solution that will work for you. 
 
For questions about EcomBuffet and how our big-picture SEO services can 
improve your rankings, contact Jennifer Horowitz at 562-592-5347 or 
jennifer@ecombuffet.com.   


